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• Magellan, exploring for the Spanish crown, discovered the Philippines in 1511. He

found an archipelago in the northern tropics, composed of over 7000 islands, more than

4000 of which are unimportant and nameless. Eleven islands lie close together and form

a single unit—containing 90% of the land area, and more than 90% of the population.

Politically, economically and culturally, the people of the Philippines are bound together,

with Manila as the nerve-center. Boats and airplanes radiate from Manila to all parts of

the country and over the whole world. The people are air-minded and planes provide

almost a ferry service from island to island and to Manila. Within a 2,500 mile radius of

Manila live nearly one-third of the world's population. The mainland of Asia is only a

few hundred miles away; San Francisco less than two days by plane.

The Philippines are rich in natural resources. The subsistence crops are rice, corn, sweet

potatoes, tropical fruits and vegetables. Second only to rice in the national diet are the

products of the Philippine fisheries. Sugar is the most important export, and is the primary

basis of livelihood for almost 2,000,000 people. Timber and mineral resources, largely

unexploited, add to the potential wealth of the people.

The Church—Christianity first came to the Philippines with the Spaniards four cen-

turies ago. Under their rule, Roman Catholicism was the only legal faith of the country.

The church situation when the United States took over the Islands in 1898 was very much

like that in Spain today. There were many people protesting, but no Protestants, no Refor-

mation. American occupation with provision for the separation of church and state and for

religious liberty, served as the background of a belated Reformation with all the character-

istics of the movement in Europe under Luther and Calvin. Three Protestant denomina-

tions started work at once, the first Presbyterian being the Rev. James B. Rodgers, who

arrived in 1899. About the same time a group of Filipinos, under a priest by the name of

Aglipay, broke away from the Roman Church and organized the Philippine Independent

Church ( Aglipayans).

Pioneer missionaries in the Philippines believed firmly in a united approach, and early

formed a union of evangelistic workers who agreed to strive for the establishment of one

church for the whole country, a united church, supported, controlled and directed by

Philippine Christians. Their dream began to come true almost half a century later when,

in the spring of 1948, three organizations joined to form the Church of Christ in the

Philippines. These groups were the United Evangelical Church (Presbyterian and Con-

gregational), Evangelical Church (United Brethren and Disciples), and the Philippine

Independent Methodist Church. Not included in the United Church of Christ are the large

Methodist church, the Baptists and several smaller groups. It is estimated that 500,000 out

of a total population of 19,000,000 are Protestants. The Aglipayan church, with a member-

ship of over a million and a half, may also be counted as a part of the non-Roman Catholic

community. It has a number of strong leaders and has recently established a close relation-

ship with the mission of the American Episcopal church.

and the Missionarie^—Following the war, the Presbyterian and Congregational

Boards voted to discontinue their organized missions as administrative bodies, and to have

their missionaries w'ork within the Church and its institutions. The Boards will continue to

send funds and missionaries but the responsibility for their use and for planning the work

will lie with the Philippine Church and the institutions related to the Church.

To further these new relationships, the Boards of the Presbyterian and the Congrega-

tional churches have established a Philippine Field Office with headquarters in Manila and

a Field Secretary representing both Boards. This secretary finds his task an exciting one. He

feels a spirit of urgency everywhere, not only a material urgency for restoring war-destroyed

churches, schools and hospitals, but a spiritual urgency, born of faith startled into new life

and showing itself in many new evangelistic activities.

Restoration—World War II left the Philippines in ruins,

the people destitute of everything but the simplest necessi- Candelaria Quezon —
. A church restored with help from the

ties of life. The United States Government began an exten- Restoration Fund

sive program of rehabilitation of the peoples and, to some

extent, reconstruction of public and private buildings. The

Board has aided in this rehabilitation through Church World

Service, and through the Restoration Fund.

With the return of normal production and commerce, the

condition of the people has greatly improved, and church

members are now in a position to share in the extensive

building program going on in all parts of the Philippines.

Church after church is being rebuilt, some with special gifts

to the Restoration Fund from individual churches in this

country, others with funds raised entirely from local sources.

The big concrete church at Caridad, Cavite, and the stone

church at San Pedro, Laguna, are among the latter group.



Manila Union Theological students with Dr. John Corbin

The Christian Youth Fellowship, a co-operative Protestant organization under

the Federation of Churches, is one of the most active organizations in the Philippines.

Headed by a Presbyterian missionary, it conducts youth conferences, youth caravans, and

study programs, including studies of other countries, as possible missionary fields for the

Church in the Philippines. The Fellowship has sponsored nine caravans. The director has

written of these caravaners, "It is hoped and expected that these visits will bring new life

to the young people of the church, indeed to the church as a whole, and will leave in the

church a group of trained and consecrated youth who will be willing and able to carry on

a vital Christian program throughout the year."

Gofei of Opportunity, Silliman Univeriity

Since the American government program in the

Philippines provided for lower schools, the Missions as

a rule did not attempt to enter this field. However, colleges, universities

and professional schools have been established in several centers. Worthy of special note

among them is Silliman University in Dumaguete. Founded by Presbyterians in 1901 as

an Institute with Dr. David S. Hibbard as the first principal, Silliman has grown in num-

bers and enlarged its program until it is today one of the greatest Christian universities

anywhere in the world. In addition to its elementary a_nd high school departments, it has

six colleges and a graduate school. The total enrollment is approximately MOO. The edu-

cational, pre-medical and pre-engineering courses are particularly outstanding. The library,

a gift of the American churches to replace the one destroyed, is the best in the Philippines;

the faculty of 31 Americans and 94 Filipinos is carefully selected and trained; the church

on the campus is the spiritual powerhouse of the whole institution.

During the war years (1941-46) schools in the Philippines were closed. To meet the

emergency following the war, there have sprung up many private schools and colleges,

some fifteen of which are under Protestant Christian auspices. The Association of Christian

Schools and Colleges sets the standards for admission to these schools, emphasizing co-

operation with the Protestant church in the community, and the commitment of the

individual student to Christ. Most of these schools are self-supporting or supported locally.

Presbyterian missionaries are specially related to six of them.

Considering the present insatiable thirst for education in the new Philippine Republic,

perhaps no form of missionary service offers greater opportunity than our Christian

education program.

Patio of Dumaguete Hospital

Arriving in the Philippines in 1899, Dr. J. Andrew Hall began medical work in

Ilo Ilo and founded the first nurses' training school in the Philippines. The four mission

hospitals that developed in the next forty years were all closed during the war. The property

of one was entirely demolished and the equipment of all destroyed or lost. Since the war

all four—the Tacloban Hospital, the Graham Memorial Hospital at Tagbilaran, Bohol, the

Milwaukee Hospital at Legaspi, Albay, and the Dumaguete Hospital and Nurses' Training

School, affiliated with Silliman University, have been reopened and reequipped by restora-

tion funds.

In the new system of administration of the w'ork, the Church has assumed general

oversight of these hospitals so that they are now church-related institutions. The Church

also has a Commission on Medical Work, made up largely of the Directors of these

hospitals. They thus serve as agencies of the Church in its total approach and service to

the community.

Cuenca Balangot— A church rebuilt with money railed locally

A marked feature of the Church in the Philippines

at this time is the extension program being carried on

by organized groups and by individuals. One pastor of

an influential church in Mindanao asked for a leave of absence to go back to his own un-

evangelized people in the mountains of northern Samar. He tells of an invitation from

certain villages; "Two men arrived from Samar in a great hurry, bearing a letter addressed

to me from the barrio (village) lieutenant, asking me to visit these villages to preach the

Gospel." The pastor accepted the invitation and returned with the messengers far into the

interior. On arrival he became absorbed in a most dramatic series of meetings in the plaza,

presided over by the headman of the town, in a tent, and in homes. Going from town to

town he was besieged with requests for meetings at all hours of the day and far into the

night. He held a baptismal service at five o’clock one morning when ten adults, ranging in

age from thirty to eighty, were baptized.

Old and well-established churches are reaching out into surrounding areas. One church,

hard hit by the massacre which occurred in the city, has an extensive program of outreach.

The pastor and his son have remodeled and enlarged their home church and are carrying

on work in many surrounding towns and villages. Aided by the Restoration Fund, they

have a project for the rehabilitation of orphans and widows with free sewing classes and
other vocational training.

Visitation evangelism has become a recognized method of evangelistic work in all parts

of the church in the Philippines. The Ellinwood Church in Manila conducted such a cam-
paign with results that exceeded all expectations. The pastor writes, "Visitation evangelism
proves that the layman can do evangelism and probably do it more successfully than the
average pastor. If we will use this method, the future of evangelical Christianity in the
Philippines is secure."



Missionary Staff

Dr. Henry Little, Jr., Field Secretary

Mrs. Henry Little, Jr.

Rev. and Mrs. Frederic G. Appleton

Mr. and Mrs. Boyd A. Bell

Mr. and Mrs. H Roy Bell

Rev. and Mrs. H. Hugh Bousman

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Carson

Dr. and Mrs. James W. Chapman

Rev. and- Mrs. Alexander Christie

Mr. and Mrs. R. Jocelyn Crichton, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Dotson

Dr. and Mrs. Ernest J.
Frei

Miss Merne N. Graham

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Hamme
Dr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Heflin

Miss Nannie M. Hereford

Rev. and Mrs. Eugene A. Hessel

Rev. and Mrs. Leonard S. Hogenboom

Miss Abby R. Jacobs

Rev. and Mrs. A. Ensign Lcininger

Dr. and Mrs. William W. McAnlis

Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth P. MacDonald

Rev. and Mrs. David P. Martin

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Palmore

Miss Mary L. Reese

Miss Frances V. V. Rodgers

Rev. and Mrs. Albert J. Sanders

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Silliman

Rev. and Mrs. Donald P. Smith

Rev. and Mrs. Stephen L. Smith

Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Steiner

Miss Ruth P. Swanson

Rev. and Mrs. Douglas Vernon

Rev. and Mrs. Myron L. Wheeler

Reinforcements for 1950

Dr. and Mrs. Henry W. Mack

Transferred from China for

Temporary Service in the Philippines

Mr. and Mrs. J.
Elliott Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Harken

Miss Hilma C. H. Madelaire

Rev. and Mrs. G. Gordon Mahy, Jr.

Rev. and Mrs. H. Welton Rotz

Special Term ReconstructionWorkers

(Three-year term of service completed in

1949 and 1950)

Rev. and Mrs. C. Richard Brown

Miss Jean Dougherty

Miss Sara Jean Ferguson

Rev. Alan G. Gripe

Rev. Hal B. Lloyd

Miss Mary Agnes Marquis

Miss Helen Mary Strawbridge

Rev. and Mrs. Richard W. Thompson
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